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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Responsive to communication^) filed on 25 July 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)(EI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Ciaim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 25, 
2005 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed July 25, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Applicant challenged the Examiner's Official Notice in claim 10. 
However, a corresponding reference has been found and is applied in the rejection 
below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1,2, 9, 11-13, 30, 31, 33, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 

being anticipated by Windle (U.S. Patent 6,606,1 17). 

Regarding claim 1, Windle discloses a camera (202) comprising: an image 
data input unit (101) forming an image of a subject for photographing the subject 
(col. 5, lines 53-63); a condition storing unit (108 - col. 4, lines 39-42) storing a 
predetermined photographing condition (portrait template) relating to at least one 
of an expression and characteristic feature (a person's head) of an aimed object 
(a person) in the image of the subject; and a timing signal generator 
automatically outputting a timing signal when the subject itself satisfies the 
photographing condition (the subject itself is satisfying the photographing 
condition and nothing else is in its way, which means that the person's head is 
properly aligned with the portrait template) (Fig. 6; col. 7, lines 33-43; it is 
inherent that once the shutter button is pressed the timing signal generator will 
automatically output a timing signal to capture the image and the user activates 
the shutter button once a person's head is aligned correctly according to the 
template; even though the user activates the shutter button the timing signal 
generator will still automatically output a timing signal afterwards). 

Regarding claim 2, Windle discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 as well as disclosing that the camera (202) 
further comprises an extractor (104) extracting data of an aimed object (a 
person) from the image of the subject based on an extracting condition (col. 6, 
lines 18-26), wherein the photographing condition includes a predetermined 
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condition (the person's head is properly aligned in the photograph) related to a 
desirable aimed object (a person) and the timing signal generator outputs the 
timing signal when the aimed object satisfies the photographing condition (Fig. 6; 
col. 7, lines 33-43; it is inherent that once the shutter button is pressed the timing 
signal generator will output a timing signal to capture the image and the user 
activates the shutter button once a person's head is aligned correctly according 
to the template). 

Regarding claim 9, Windle discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the camera (202) further 
comprises an image-pickup control unit (104) controlling the input unit for 
photographing the image based on the timing signal (col. 5, lines 13-19; the 
processing unit 104 interprets the user's inputs, therefore the processing unit 
would control the input unit to capture the image once the shutter button is 
activated). 

Regarding claim 11, Windle discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the camera (202) further 
comprises a recording unit (103) recording the image on a replaceable 
nonvolatile recording medium based on the timing signal (Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 5-7). 

Regarding claim 12, Windle discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the camera (202) further 
comprises an alarm outputting an alarm signal (602) for notifying that the subject 
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satisfies the photographing condition based on the timing signal (Fig. 6, lines 33- 
43). 

Regarding claim 13, Windle discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the photographing condition 
includes a plurality of photographing conditions (there are more than one 
template that may be chosen - Fig. 3), and the camera (202) further comprises a 
condition-setting unit (Fig. 3 shows a user being able to select which template 
they desire) previously selecting at least one of the photographing conditions (the 
portrait template), for photographing the image, from among the plurality of 
photographing conditions. 

Regarding claims 30, 31, 33, and 34, these are method claims 
corresponding to the apparatus claims 1, 2, 9, and 11. Therefore, claims 30, 31, 
33, and 34 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 1, 2, 9, and 11. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Windle 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Isoguchi et al. (U.S. Patent 
4,881,127) 

Regarding claim 10, Windle discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1, except an illuminator illuminating the subject 
based on the timing signal. 

Referring to the Isoguchi et al. reference, Isoguchi et al. discloses a 
camera comprising an illuminator illuminating the subject based on the timing 
signal (col. 25, lines 15-18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have added an illuminator to illuminate the 
subject based on the timing signal as disclosed by Isoguchi et al. with the camera 
disclosed by Windle in order to assure that the image is adequately illuminated to 
obtain a high quality image. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 3-8, 14, 15, 32, 35, and 36 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Prior art fails to teach or fairly suggest a camera or a method (in combination 
with the other elements claimed): 
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a. Wherein the extracting condition is based on depth information of the 
image indicating the distance to each part of the subject (claim 3). 

b. Wherein the extractor detects data of a judgement location from the data 
of the aimed object in the image based on a detecting condition different from the 
extracting condition, the photographing condition includes a predetermined 
photographing condition related to a desirable judgement location, and the timing 
signal generator outputs the timing signal when the judgement location satisfies 
the photographing condition (claims 4 and 32). 

c. Wherein the extractor extracts data of a plurality of the aimed objects 
from the image; and the timing signal generator outputs the timing signal when 
the plurality of aimed objects satisfy the photographing condition (claim 5). 

d. Further comprising: an input condition determining unit determining an 
input condition for inputting the image based on information of the judgement 
location detected by the extractor; and an image-forming control unit controlling 
an input unit for forming the image of the subject based on the input condition 
(claims 14 and 35). 

e. Further comprising an image processing unit processing the image based 
on information of the judgement location detected by the extractor (claims 15 and 
36). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on 571-272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 



HRJ 

September 2, 2005 
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EXAMINER 



